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OUTLINE

• Astronomical Society of Botswana has been registered with the 
Registrar of Societies for some years now. 

• Audited Financial Report strictly follows the financial year, i.e. 01 April 
to 31 March,2022.

• Chairman will also cover period since April 2022 to date that overlaps 
into the current financial year in order to update members.

• Election to be conducted at the end of the Annual General Meeting. 

• Election of new committee will form part of the annual return
submitted to the Registrar of Societies.



COMPLIANCE

• ASB is up-to-date with annual returns and has received a certifying 
letter of compliance. This responsibility is lead by the Secretariate 
with tireless efforts by the ASB Secretary.

• AGMs have been regular with the last one in October, 2021.



MEMBERSHIP

• Membership was at one time up to 50 in 2020.

• Then it fell to 20 in 2021, probably COVID-19 being the main factor.

• Now membership is at 28 (Life=6; Family=10; Ordinary=10; 

• Corporate=1; Student=1)

• Therefore 40% growth shows promising recovery.



HIGHLIGHTS  OF 2021/2022 

• PRESENTATIONS

• ENGAGEMENTS 



PRESENTATIONS 2021/2022
• Andrew Newsam: National School Observatory 29 April, 2021

• Peter Jenniskens et al: Motopi Meterorite 24 June. 2021 

• Hannah Dalgleish: Astro-tourism Namibia 26 August 2021

• Steve Longmore: Astro-ecology 21 September 2021

• Kushata Kelebeng Ntwaetsile: Machine learning/morphological 
classifications  28 October 2021

• Emily Petroff: Astronomy in the blink of an eye 9 December 2021

• Steven O’Meara: Stories in the Stars 24 February 2022

• Steve Barret:  Legacy of the Hubble Space Telescope 31 March 2022   



PRESENTATIONS FROM APRIL 2022 TO NOW
(After Financial year 2021/2022)

Galefang Mapunda: Astronomy in Thailand; 
experiences of a Motswana student 22 April, 2022

Bill Tomlinson: Dark Sky and Austro-tourism in Botswana 30th June 2022

Fulvio Franchi: Analogues for planetary exploration: from Botswana to Mars 28 July 2022

Rhodri Evans: Seeing the blackhole at the centre of our galaxy using the African 
Millimetre Telescope  22 August, 2022

Stuart Marongwe: Horizon scale tests of quantum gravity
using the event horizon 6 October, 2022



DIVERSIFYING PRESENTATION OUTREACH
Night skies of Botswana

• Following the presentation of Harold and Geraldine Hester on “Tour of the night sky of Botswana 
in the late summer (of 2021)” on 25 March 2021, Harold is now giving an update every month on 
what is expected on the sky. This provides complementary elaboration to the Botswana Sky 
Calendar that is on the website www.astronomicalsocietyofbotswana.org . 

• This enriches the monthly star charts provided in the book “Night Skies of Botswana” by Stephen 
O’Meara.

• The efforts of committee members to make the monthly a success are acknowledged

• The links provided by the Botswana International University of Science and Technology (BIUST) 
are acknowledged. 

http://www.astronomicalsocietyofbotswana.org/


ENGAGEMENT
• Engagement with the Botswana Tourism Board and Community Trust on 

Dark Skies Reserve Certification. Collaboration with Diamonds in the Sky

• Collaboration/partnership in the National Astronomy Education Coordinator 
Under the Auspices if the International Astronomical Union. Address by 
Dr.Rapelang Simon

• Follow the scientist programme with the University of California in Santa Cruz.

• Voted in favour of Georgia for membership to the IAU 

• Presentation to promote ASB at Diamonds in the Sky event on 7th May 2022 
at the Gaborone Club.

• Makagadikgadi Pans Stargazing with Steven O,Meara on 23-25 September, 2022

• Possible formal education in astronomy at Galileo University in Guatemala for 
US$1,000.00
Contact person: Edgar Castro in Guatemala



National Museum, Monuments and Art Gallery

ASB introduced to the  National Museum, Monuments and Art Gallery (NMMAG)

NMMAG have welcomed notion of erection of a monument for Tropic of Capricorn along the 
Trans-Kalahari Highway, near Kang

Ideas about the monument by ASB would be contribution

Cultural aspects of astronomy could be part of monument (s)



CONCLUSION

• ASB has been able to host regular monthly presentations by local and 
international presenters through Zoom.

• ASB still remains the national platform for conversations, dialogue and 
communication on astronomy and related topics, e.g. space science, satellite-
based earth observatories and communications. 

• ASB is a robust platform for outreach through the website and other means, 
mainly to promote astronomy itself, and  science, technology, engineering 
and  mathematics (STEM) subjects.

• ASB still has not, as yet organized an ASB social star gazing event since 
COVID-19 restrictions.


